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On a sunny Saturday afternoon, May 
13th, the Dutch Hill Cemetery in Parish was 
the scene of the Parish Town Historical 
Society's first Cemetery Walk.  For a brief 

period of time, 
a few of the 
early settlers of 
the Parish area 
were brought 
back to life.   

Approximately 30 people were given a 
transitory history of Parish in the 1800's of 
this Dutch community on the eastern side 
of Parish.   

Mrs.  Edna Michael, adjoining property 
owner, placed American flags at the en-
trance with pride, just before the action 
took place.  Geraniums were placed on the 
selected grave sites of those portrayed: 

Albert Comstock (Linda McNamara), 
Mariah Miller (Mary Lou Guindon), 
Elizabeth Orton and grand daughter 
Emma (Nancy Bookheimer and grand 
daughter Katherine Grace Alsworth), An-
nah Tisdale (Evelyn Stelmashuck), Phillip 
Fritts (Steve Stelmashuck) and also David 
Smith’s, as his verse was read at the clos-
ing. “Weep not for me though separated 
on earth we shall meet again in heaven.”    
The characters were dressed for the time 
period they were representing, along with 
canes, aprons, triangle dinner bell, and a 
plank bottom chair for props.  

The Town of Parish has been sprucing 
up the Dutch Hill Cemetery in anticipation 
of re-opening the cemetery to new grave-
sites available to the public in the near 

(Continued on page 8) 

The Parish Town Historical Society 
will focus on the churches of Parish at 
the Oswego County Fair to be held from 
June 30 to July 4. 

Religious associations in Parish 
date back to 1803 when Reverend Gama-
liel Barnes settled in Parish. 

 In 1841 a church edifice was built 
in Parish on land donated by John 
Becker. For several years many denomi-
nations used the church but by 1869, the 
primary occupants were the Methodists. 

In the early 1840s French settlers 
donated the land and materials to build 
the original St. Anne’s Roman Catholic 
Church which was located on French 
Street. 

The Society of the First Presbyte-
rian Church of Parish was organized in 
August 1889. The building, still in use 

today, was dedicated on November 22, 
1892. 

On June 1, 1980 it was announced 
that a segment of the Fulton congrega-
tion of the Faith Church of the Nazarene 
would form a new church in Parish. 

For several years the Parish Church 
of Christ met in different locations in 
Parish, eventually combining with the 
church in Williamstown. 

Memorabilia and photographs are 
being sought from all denominations for 
use at the fair. Items will be secured in 
the Heritage Building and they will be 
returned to the owner. 

Please contact a member of the 
PTHS or drop the items off at the Parish 
Public Library by June 24th. 

By Nancy Weaver Bookheimer/Mary Lou Guindon 
The County Fair will be held 

Thursday June 30 -  
Tuesday July 4, 2006.  

NO Exhibitor pass required!  
Free Admission!   
Free Parking! 

Upcoming Events 
June 14 At 7 PM 

Regular business meeting with refresh-
ments to follow  

Mills and Petrie Memorial Gymnasium 

Sunday, July 2 
PTHS at Oswego County Fair 

Display of Parish Area Churches 

Look for more information on these 
upcoming events.... 
... Parish Olde Home Days in July 
...PTHS concert with  Mirjam Bauer   
   in  August 
... August or Sept, PTHS  boat trip 
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The annual APW Alumni dinner banquet will be 
held on Saturday, June 3 at the APW High School. 

The APW High School tour will be led by in-
terim principal, Mark Potter at 5:30 PM. The social 
hour will initiate at 6 PM in the gymnasium with 
light refreshments. The cafeteria staff will serve an 
Italian  buffet at 7 PM with pasta, sauce, meatballs, 
chicken alfredo, garden salad , bread and butter,  
dessert and a beverage. 

All years are welcome to attend! The Golden 
year is the class of "1956", and silver is the class of 

"1981". The anniversary celebration will include a con-
tinuous slide show.   All graduates, 2005 graduates, 
past and present teachers are urged to attend. 

Come and listen to select APW students’ musical 
talents. 

A great time to share memories and to catch up 
with where you have been. The whole evening will 
cost only $12 per person.  To make your reservations 
contact Sharon DeNio House at 33 Easy Street, Parish, 
NY 13131 or email Shouse352@aol.com 
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THE NEWSLETTER DEADLINE  
  Please, submit information for your 

newsletter! 
Deadlines-  
     Jan. 23  for February issue 
     Apr. 23 for May issue 
     Aug 23 for September issue 
     Nov.. 23 for December issue 

  Always looking for submissions.   

The class of 1956 will be having 
a picnic get together, open to 
friends of the class and others  
on Sunday June 4th at Merrill 

Town Park in Parish.  

F- Mary Ann Piseski, Shirley Durgan, Sharon Horning, Marian Czysz, Eva Rudiger, Loretta Willis, 
Carol Dillenbeck, Sylvia DeGarmo, Marlene Henderson, Yvonne Kaine, Carol Hamilton                

2-Paul Herrick, Janice Foil, Barbara Wilk, Alice Wiggins, Sharon Steman, Elizabeth Cole, Barbara 
Heistman, Janice Snyder, Jeannine Watson, Karen Popp, Barbara Walter, Mary Pieropan, Mary  
Mattison, Fay Presley  3- Carl Anson, James Chapman, Charles Krupka, Ralph Howard, John     
Polgrean, Jerry Howard, Robert Falk, James Eldred, Paul LaForce, John Merrill, Bruce Lewis, 

James Zender, William Alsworth, James Totman   
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Parish –Elston Ecker, supervising 
principal of the Altmar-Parish-
Williamstown Central school has an-
nounced Sylvia DeGarmo as valedicto-
rian and John Merrill as salutatorian of 
the 1956 senior class. 

Sylvia, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 

Lewis DeGarmo of Parish in addition 
to being an honor student has been 
active in dramatics and student gov-
ernment.  She has participated in 
prize speaking and was in the cast of 
both the junior and senior plays.   A 
member of the student council for 
two years, she has served as vice 
president during her senior year.  She 
has completed a major in science and 
is working for a minor in mathemat-
ics and French.  Sylvia will enter Lib-
eral Arts College at Keuka. 

John, son of Dr. and Mrs. William 

 Merrill of Parish has been ac-
tive in student government and is 
president of the senior class.  He 
has letters in varsity football and 
has many  hobbies including golf, 
tennis, fishing, and hunting.  He 
attended the Boy Scout Jamboree 
in California in 1953 and was a 
representative to Boys’ State in 
his junior year.  John  with a  ma-
jor in mathematics and science 
plans to enter engineering college 
in the fall. 

Plans Folk Art Festival 
PARISH- The Village of Parish will hold a folk art festival and 

juried art show June 28 and 29 from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. around the 
Town clock.  The show’s purpose is to contribute to the awareness of 
the North Country area through the exhibition of fine arts and folk 
crafts . Ribbons will be awarded in each category for first and second 
place.  A cash award of $10 will accompany the first place ribbon in 
each category.  The “Best of Show” and “Honorable Mention” 

(Continued on page 5) 

The Parish Fire Department Inc. 
sponsored a Kiddie Parade Thurs. nite 
Aug. 13th, the first night of the Field Days. 

Russell House was chairman of 
the parade.  The parade formed at the four 
corners of the village.  Led by members of 
the Altmar-Parish-Williamstown Central 
School band, the parade marched over 
Railroad Street to the Field Ground. 

Judges were George N Frank, 
Clifford Thompson, and Lawrence Up-
dyke, businessmen of the village of Parish. 
Prizes of $3.00 were awarded to: 
1. Most Original – Beatniks- Misses Ann 
Harter and Shelly Trombley 
2. Most Unusual- Girl and Cart and House-

wares- Evelyn Miller 
3. Best appearing bicycle- Kevin and Brian 
Thompson 
4. Smallest in Costume 
   3 volunteer firemen and baton twirlers- 
Tommy, Mickey and Lori Race 
5. Funniest Scare Crow- David Zender 

There were about seventy-five 
little people who took part in the parade.  
The firemen were very pleased with the 
parade, the first one to be held. 
Since it was such a success and was so 
largely attended.  It was expected that it 
would be an annual event when the Fire-
men’s Field Days were held. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jake Longley who 
sponsor bowling teams entertained 
the team members at their cottage at 
Fair Haven last Monday.  The mem-
bers were Dora Karboski, Bette De-
Paulis, Charles Perlet, Mr. and Mrs. 
Joe Dobiac, Mr. and Mrs. Edward 
Antoski, Dr. and Mrs. William 
Harter, Mr. and Mrs. George Sachel, 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. Harter, and 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Spedding. 

 



 

Grange No. 575, of 
Parish, Oswego County, N. Y., 
was organized by Veeder 
Green, in 1889, with 35 charter 
members, the wheel was kept 
rolling, until at the present time 
we have 309 members; the sec-
ond in membership in Oswego 
County. 
   Oh! We are a live Grange. 
   Yes; we are alive. 
   We are marching to the front. 
   See, our banner fly.  
 The Grange takes deep interest in celebrating several days during the year, beginning with its anniversary, din-
ner is served at noon followed by an excellent  program.  Then comes Memorial Day, the graves of the departed mem-
bers are decorated, also the hall, altar draped, also dinner at noon, and in the afternoon a program suitable for the occa-
sion.  Children’s Day comes in all its glory.  We take great pains and give them a chance for a grand entertainment.  
Ceres and Pomona days are also observed. 
 The brother members are heartily in favor for 
“Votes for Women,” and the sisters are much pleased. 
Oh, our Grange is a tree with its branches widespread, 
With goodness clear down to the root; 
“Harmonious peace” is the blossoms it bears, 
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August 13      Pomona 
This day is sacred to Pomona, Goddess of gardens and 
fruit orchards. Her shrine in Rome is called Pomonal. 
Roman banquets ended with the eating of an apple in 
honor of Pomona. 

PARISH GRANGE,  
NO.  575 

Parish Grange Officers 
Top Row—Claudius H. Ackley,  Gatekeeper; Newton Edick, Treasurer; Mrs. Ida Edick, Secretary:  
Mrs. Violet LeRock, Financial Secretary; Mrs. Jasper Thornhill; Jasper Thornhill, Steward. 
Middle Row--- G. M. Bettinger, Assistant Steward; Rev. W. H. Hall, Chaplain: Joseph West, Master;  
O. E. Fox, Overseer: Mrs. Carrie Fox, Lecturer; Mrs. Mary Bettinger, Lady Assistant Steward. 
Bottom Row—Ethel Ackley,Ceres; Mrs. W. H. Hall, Flora; Gladys Bettinger, Pomona. 

August 24      Ceres 
This day is sacred to Ceres, Roman Goddess of agricul-
ture and grain.   Farmers believed her to be the source 
of all food and honored her so their crops would not 
fail.  A symbol representing the sky was placed upside 
down in a pit and covered with a large stone called the 
lapis manalis, which represented the underworld. Three 
times a year, including today, the stone was removed to 
allow the spirits of the underworld access to the upper 
regions of the earth. 

Treasure from the collections of the late Leta Horning  

awards will be $50 and $25 respectively. 
Judges will be Ralph Murray of Waterville and 

Dr. George Stark of SUNY Oswego.  Judging will 
take place Saturday at 11 a.m. 

Various organizations are planning to have 
booths featuring pancake breakfast, hotdogs, ice 
cream cones, flowers, popcorn, fudge, baked goods, 
soda, homemade candy and herbs and spices. 

(Continued from page 4) 
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The little log home at 413 South 
Railroad Street in Parish was born in 
1946.  The property of  this quaint 
little three bedroom haven sits on, 
what was once part of the George 
Weaver farm.  Allen Houghton pur-
chased the lot sometime before 
1946.  

Allen (or “AP,” as most will 
recall) and Mae Yager Houghton 
were the proud parents of seven chil-
dren: Reba, Beulah, Walter, Basil, 
Evalen, Harold, and Alma and were 
living on the corner of Bidwell and 
Co. Rte. 26.  
This home 
would later be-
long to Harold.  
The children 
attended the 
Bidwell one 
room school 
house just at the 
bottom of the 
hill. When Har-
old attended his 
sister Bea was 
his teacher. 
AP's parents, 
James and Frances Houghton lived 
in the house on the other corner of 
Bidwell and County Route 26.  This 
house was later to become the home 
of Basil and Ruth Houghton.  The 
Houghton’s had moved to Parish 
from Little Pond Road in Amboy 

The three sons: Harold, Basil 
and Walter were all in WWII at the 
same time.   Walter was a Chaplain 
in the army, while Basil and Harold 
were both pilots.   

During the war while his sons 
were away,  AP cut down hemlock 
logs in 1945 with the help of Doug 
Sobel on the property where AP and 

Mae were living at 2872 County 
Route 26,.  These logs were then 
hauled down to the South Railroad 
Street property to dry.  When the 
logs were seasoned, Mae’s    father 
Royal Yager peeled the bark away. 
George Mason (who was a mason) 
was then hired to lay up the stone 
foundation for the future log 
cabin.  He also laid up the stone 
fireplace that was made from stones 
that AP and his wife, Mae had col-
lected from various places they had 
lived or visited over the years.   

When Harold 
and Basil had com-
pleted their tour of 
duty, they returned 
home to Parish to 
build the log cabin.  AP kept re-
cords of everything, including the 
cost of building the log cabin which 
was $5,211.71, which included the 
labor.  AP and Mae lived there dur-
ing the summer months and lived in 
Florida during the winter months 
until 1972, when they sold their 
summer home to their daughter 
Reba Herrick.  Reba lived in the log 

cabin until she retired and eventu-
ally moved in with her parents to 
care for them.  She sold the log 
cabin to Doug and Mary Drought 
Houghton in 1979.   

Doug and Mary claim that their 
home was the perfect place to bring 
up their three daughters, Krista, 
Erin and Jamie.  The log home has 
three bedrooms, one downstairs and 
two up.  There is a galley kitchen, 
dining room, living room, one bath-
room, a back porch and a full base-
ment with a pantry.  There was a 

challenge with only 
one bathroom and rais-
ing three girls, but 
now it's the perfect 
size for Doug and 
Mary.  Doug made 
doors for the fireplace 
which they used as 
their heat source for 
many years, until a 
couple of years ago 

when Doug built a 
wood furnace in 
the basement 
which they now 
use for heat.  They 
installed insulated 
windows about 16 
or so years ago and 
replaced the back 

porch with logs and added an out-
side open porch.  They just love 
living there and are very proud to 
say it was built from scratch by the 
Houghton family. 

“Harold’s airplane was shot 
down in the war, he was held as 
a prisoner about a year. “  
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Basil Houghton had an airplane and used to 
land it in the little lot behind the log 
cabin.  Aunt Ruth Houghton shared a few 
stories with Mary about Basil and his air-
plane.  “Once Basil and Ruth went on a 
Sunday ride, early in the morning, that took 
them out of state, I think Connecticut, not 
sure, and when they came back to land it 
was dark so AP (grandpa Houghton) called 
upon all of the neighbors who had cars to 
come and park in the back field to make a 
run way that was lit up so that he could land 
the plane” recalls Mary, exclaiming, “Can 
you imagine that today!”   “Aunt Ruth 
started out teaching in the Mexico school 

district and Basil used to fly over the school at clos-
ing time and she would hear his plane and get into 
her car and drive to a field nearby where he would 
pick her up and they would go for an afternoon ride,” 

George Mason 
Mae  Yager Houghton in her garden. 

 Reba, Evalen, Alma, Bea,  Harold,    Basil,   Walter 

“AP used to say that he couldn't get any work out of his 

sons after 4:00 PM because the women came home 

from work at that time.” 
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Parish was and is the Place! 
future.  The details were accomplished earlier to enhance the Parish 
Town Historical Walk activity.  An old fence was replaced, fallen 
trees and branches were cleared, and a drive/parking space were in-
stalled (more than the width of a horse and buggy).  Dave Reader 
and members of the Parish Town Historical Society spent time in the 
Parish rural cemeteries a few years back cleaning and Reader repair-
ing  many of the broken gravestones.  Many are in need of TLC once 
again.   

The Dutch Hill Cemetery provided a beautiful and peaceful set-
ting for an afternoon of soliloquies from a different time gone by.   

A special thank you to the Parish Girl Scout Brownie Troop 296 
for serving refreshments at the end of the tour. 

(Continued from page 1) 

Oswego County Fair~ Heritage Schedule 
Thursday ~ June 30, 2006 
North Shore Day - Constantia, West Monroe, Hastings 
 

Saturday ~ July 1, 2006 
Oswego River Valley - Oswego - City & Town, Volney, Grandby, Minetto, Hannibal, Fulton, Schroeppel. Also - Postal Day. 
(cancellation ordered, designed by Heather Sweeting) 
 

Sunday ~ July 2, 2006 
Half-Shire Day - Nine northern townships, along with Osceola, Ellisburg, Florence (Music by: Florence Gardner) 
 

Monday ~ July 3, 2006 
Local Authors Day - Doris Allen, George Widrig, Debbie Quick, Alene Moore, etc. 
 

Tuesday ~ July 4, 2006 
Veterans of the Past Day - exhibit on Civil War Material by Dan Howard and perhaps Keith Willis and others. 
Mexico, New Haven, Scriba, Palermo Day 
 

Check out their website for more information:  http://www.oswegocountyfair.org/ 


